IAP REPORTING TEMPLATE ON FTAS AND RTAS

	
Malaysia’s Approach to Bilateral and Regional Trade Agreements in 2005
Malaysia’s trade policy is to pursue trade liberalisation through the rule-based multilateral trading system under the World Trade Organisation (WTO). To complement the multilateral liberalisation approach, Malaysia has also chosen to pursue regional and bilateral trading arrangements which are not confined to liberalisation and market opening measures alone.  They are comprehensive and include investment, trade facilitation, intellectual property rights (IPR) as well as economic cooperation.


	Part 1: Description of current agreements 



	Agreement #1

Early Harvest Programme of the ASEAN-China FTA.



	Background (membership, date of entry into force, type of agreement)
	Membership: ASEAN and China

Date of entry into force: 1 January 2004

Type of agreement: Comprehensive Economic Cooperation



	Date of notification to the WTO
	

	General provisions
	

	Institutional framework and dispute settlement
	

	Provisions relating to treatment of goods
	Elimination of tariff under the EHP to be completed by 1 January 2006 for China and the 6 original members of ASEAN and by 1 January 2010 for Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.



	Product coverage
	The EHP package consists of:

· Unprocessed agriculture products under Chapter 1 – 8 of the Customs Harmonised System (HS); and

· Specific products agreed between individual ASEAN countries and China.

Malaysia’s EHP comprises 590 products:

· 503 unprocessed agriculture products in Chapter 1 to 8; and

· 87 specific products: coffee, animal and vegetable fats/oil, cocoa and cocoa preparations, mineral fuels (coal/coke), soap, stearic acid, article of rubber, and glass envelope for cathode-ray tube (CRT).



	Rules of origin
	

	Provisions relating to treatment of services, investment and government procurement
	

	Services coverage
	

	Trade Facilitation provisions (SPS, TBT, mutual recognition, customs cooperation, e-commerce, etc.)
	

	Treatment of other issues (competition, intellectual property, labour, environment, etc).
	

	Other
	

	Changes in 2005
	

	Expected changes in 2006
	


	Part 2: Agreement under negotiation 

http://www.miti.gov.my 


	Agreement #1

Malaysia-Japan Economic Partnership Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in industrial and agricultural goods, trade in services, investment, rules of origin, movement of natural persons, customs procedures,  standards and conformance, intellectual property, competition policy, business environment enhancement,  safeguard measures and dispute settlement.

Cooperation areas include: agriculture, forestry and commodities, education, human resource development, information and communication technology (ICT), small and medium enterprises, science and technology and tourism.



	Status of negotiations
	Agreement in principle on key elements of EPA announced in May 2005.  Currently finalising on the legal text of agreement. Expected conclusion: December 2005.



	Agreement #2

Malaysia-Pakistan Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in industrial and agricultural goods, trade in services, investment, rules of origin, customs procedures,  standards and conformance, safeguard measures and dispute settlement.

No negotiations to date in the area of cooperation. However, proposed cooperation areas include: construction, education, information and communication technology (ICT), small and medium enterprises, science and technology and technology and tourism.



	Status of negotiations
	Completed negotiations on EHP on 1 October 2005. Expected conclusion of Trade in Goods by December 2005. Expected conclusion of Malaysia-Pakistan FTA: end of 2006.



	Agreement #3

Malaysia- Australia Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	Issues covered: trade in goods, rules of origin, investment, services, technical barrier to trade (TBT), sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures, ECOTECH programmes, customs cooperation/procedures, intellectual property (IP), transparency, dispute settlement mechanism,  general and final provision and trade remedies.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 6 April 2005. The FTA is aimed to be concluded by mid-2006.



	Agreement #4

Malaysia- New Zealand Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods, rules of origin, investment, services, technical barrier to trade (TBT), sanitary and phyto-sanitary (SPS) measures, ECOTECH programmes, customs cooperation/procedures, intellectual property (IP), competition policy (CP), government procurement (GP), transparency, dispute settlement mechanism,  general and final provision, trade remedies and labour and environment.

Cooperation areas include: occupational safety and health, transportation, cooperation in rubber sector, livestock breeding and dairy farming, healthcare, competition policy, standard and conformance and SME development.


	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 31 March 2005. The FTA is aimed to be concluded by end of 2005.


	Agreement #5

Malaysia- India Comprehensive Economic Partnership

	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: Trade in goods, trade in services, investment and intellectual property rights and competition.

Cooperation areas include: competition policy, intellectual property rights, standard development, conformity assessment, ICT, biotechnology, science and education, construction, education and training, technology transfer, research and development, financial cooperation, SME development and paperless trading.



	Status of negotiations
	Expected conclusion of Malaysia-India CEP: end of 2007.



	Agreement #6

ASEAN-Australia/New Zealand Free Trade Agreement


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods, investment and services. 

Cooperation areas include: technical barrier to trade (TBT), customs cooperation/procedures, electronic commerce, SMEs, dispute settlement mechanism and capacity building.



	Status of negotiations
	Framework agreement was signed on 30 November 2004. Expected conclusion by 2007.



	Agreement #7

ASEAN – China Comprehensive Economic Co-operation


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods, investment, EHP, Mekong River basin Development and services. 

Cooperation areas include: trade and investment promotion and facilitation, standard and conformity assessment, agriculture and biotechnology, IPR protection, SME, finance and banking, tourism and education.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched:  early 2003. EHP signed: 1 January 2004.  The ASEAN-China FTA covering Trade in Goods to be realised by 2010 for Brunei, China, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore and Thailand, and by 2015 for the newer ASEAN Member States.


	Agreement #8

ASEAN-Japan Comprehensive Economic Partnership


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods, investment and services.

Cooperation areas include: IPR, Energy, ICT, HRD, SMEs, Tourism and hospitality, standard and conformance, mutual arrangement, environment, automobile, bio-technology, science and technology, sustainable forest management, competition policy, food security and financial services cooperation.  



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: 8 October 2003.  Expected Conclusion: 2012. Negotiation will resume when Japan has completed its bilateral FTAs with ASEAN countries.



	Agreement #9

ASEAN – India Comprehensive Economic Cooperation


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in goods, trade in services and Investment.

Cooperation areas include:  trade facilitation, agriculture, fisheries and forestry services, media and entertainment, health, finance, tourism, construction, business process outsourcing, environment, mining and energy: oil  and natural gas, power generation and supply, science and technology, information and communications technology, electronic-commerce, biotechnology, transport and communication, automotive, drugs and  pharmaceuticals, textiles, petrochemicals, garments, food processing, leather goods, light engineering goods, gems and jewellery processing,  human resource development: capacity building, education, technology transfer; and others: handicrafts, small and medium enterprises, competition policy, Mekong Basin Development, intellectual property rights, government procurement, Trade and Investment Promotion,  fairs and exhibitions,  ASEAN-India weblinks and business sector dialogues.


	Status of negotiations
	The Framework Agreement was signed in October 2003. The FTA will be realised by 2011. 



	Agreement #10

ASEAN-Republic of Korea Comprehensive Cooperation Partnership


	Issues being covered in the negotiations
	The FTA component covers: trade in industrial and agricultural goods, trade in services, investment, rules of origin, movement of natural persons, customs procedures,  business environment enhancement,  safeguard measures and dispute settlement.

Cooperation areas include: customs procedures, trade and investment promotion, small and medium enterprises, human resource management and development, tourism,  science and technology, financial services cooperation,  information and communication technology (ICT), agriculture, fisheries, forestry and commodities, intellectual property, environmental industry co-operation, broadcasting, construction technology, standards and conformity assessment, mining, energy, natural resources, shipping and films.



	Status of negotiations
	Negotiations launched: February 2005. Expected conclusion: end 2006.




	Part 3: Future Plans 

Malaysia is open to the possibility of having FTAs with other key trading partners.



